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EOLLOWING IS UNOFEICIAL TRANSLATION FROM RUSSION OF GENERAL 
STATEMENT MADE MAY 15 BY BULGARIAN REP DICHEV. TRANSLATION WAS 
MADE AVAILABLE BY BULGARIAN DELEGATION. COMMENTS ON THIS AND 
OTHER EASTERN STATEMENTS BY SEPTEL. BEGIN TEXT: 

1.28 YEARS HAVE PASSED SINCE EUROPE LIVES IN PEACE. DURING 
ALL THESE YEARS THE PEOPLE' S REPUBLIC OP BULGARIA ( PRB), IN 
COMMUNITY WITH THE SOCIALIST CONTRIES, HAS INSISTENTLY POUGHT 
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AND IS LIGHTING FOR STRENGTHENING PEACE AND SECURITY IN EUROPE, 
WHICH IS ONE OP THE MOST IMPORTANT GUIDING LINES OF THE FOREIGN 
POLITICS OF THE BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT. 
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2. THE QUESTION OE DISARMAMANT IS NOT A NEW ONE. IT BECAME AN 
INTERNATIONAL PROBLEM IN THE MIDDLE OE THE 19 TH CENTURY, 

SINCE WHEN, AS A RESULT OE THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION AND THE 
STORMY DEVELOPMENT OE CAPITALISM, THE INTENSIVE ARMAMENT OE 
THE GREAT EUROPEAN POWERS WITH MORE PEREECTIONNED AND MIGHTY 
ARMS IS TAKING PLACE SIMULTANEOUSLY WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OE 
MILITARISM. 

3. THE EOUNDATION OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE PRINCIPLES OE 
PEACE AND GUARDING THE SECURITY ALL OVER THE WORLD, PROCLAIMED 
BY THE GREAT LEADER OE THE BOLSHEVIK PARTY AND THE FOUNDER OE 
THE SOVIET STATE V. I. LENIN, PUT THE QUESTION OE DISARMAMENT 

ON A REAL BASIS. IT WAS NOT ACCIDENTALLY THAT THE EIRST EOREIGN 
POLITICS' ACT OE THE SOVIET MIGHT HAS BEEN THE DECREE ON 
PEACE. EVER SINCE THAT TIME THE SOVIET UNION IS CONSECUTIVELY 
DECLARING HIMSELE EOR LIMITATION AND PUTTING AN END TO THE 
ARMAMENT' S RACE, FOR THE LIQUIDATION OF MILITARY OPPONETISM 
IN EUROPE, EOR THE CREATION OE SUCH SOLID GUARANTEES EOR 
PEACE AND EOR SECURING A DURABLE INTERNATIONAL DETENTE, WHEN 
THE SECURITY OF A SINGLE STATE WOULD BE AT THE SAME TIME 
THE GAGE EOR THE SECURITY OF ALL THE STATES, GOALS, WHICH THE 
BULGARIAN NATION AND THE BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT HAS ALWAYS 
SUPPORTED AND IS SUPPORTING. 

4. THE QUESTION OE SECURITY IS STATED AS AN ALL- VALUABLE PRINCIPLE 
OE CONTEMPORARY INTERNATION LAW AND IN THE UNITED NATIONS' 

CHARTER. 

5. THE HISTORICAL DICISIONS OE THE 24 TH CONGRESS OE THE COMMUNIST 
PARTY OF THE SOVIET UNION AND THE PEACE PROGRAM, ADOPTED BY 
THE CONGRESS, HAVE NOT ONLY GUARANTEED THE CONSISTENCY OE THE 
GUIDING LINES IN THE EIGHT OE THE CPSU AND THE SOVIET STATE 

EOR PEACE, FREEDOM AND SECURITY OE THE NATIONS, BUT BECAME 
ALSO GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THE BULGARIAN EOREIGN POLITICS 
IN THE FIGHT OF OUR COUNTRY FOR CONSOLIDATION OF INTERNATION 
SECURITY, EOR ACHIEVEMENT OE DURABLE PEACE ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

TODOR ZHIVKOV, EIRST SECRETARY OE THE CC OE THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
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OE BULGARIA ( CPB) AND PRESIDENT OF THE STATE COUNCIL OE THE 
PRB, DECLARED AT THE 10 TH CONGRESS OE THE CPB: " WE WELCOME THE 
REALISTIC SOVIET PROPOSITIONS EOR THE CONCLUSION OF AGREEMENTS 
BETWEEN THE NATIONS ABOUT SEPARATED QUESTIONS TENDING TO ACHIEVE 
GENERAL AND COMPLETE DISARMAMENT SUCH AS THE SIMULTANEOUS ABOLITION 
OE THE MILITARY ORGANISATIONS OE NATO AND THE WORSAW PACT, THE 
PROHIBITION OE CHEMICAL AND BACTERIOLOGIAL ARMS, THE CONVENING 
OE A CONFERENCE OE THE STATES DISPOSING OE NUCLEAR WEAPON EOR 
ARRIVING TO A TREATY EOR NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT, THE CRATION OE 
NUCLEAR- FRF.E ZONES IN DIEFERENT REGIONS IN THE WORLD, EOR 
THE ABOLITION OE EOREIGN MILITARY BASES, FOR THE CUTTING OF 
MILITARY FORCES AND ARMAMENTS IN THOSE REGIONS WHERE THE 
OPPONENTISM OF THE MILITARY BLOCS IS ESPECIALLY DANGEROUS AND 



Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 




Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



FIRST OF ALL IN CENTRAL EUROPE, EOR THE TAKING OE MEASURES 
TO DECREASE THE PROBABILITY OP AN ACCIDENTAL OR PREMEDITATED 
ARISING OF MILITARY CONFLICTS, FOR THE REDUCTION OP MILITARY 
EXPENSES". 
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6. DURING THE LAST YEARS THE POLITICS OP PEACE AND COLLABORATION 
HAS ACHIEVED SUCH GREAT SUCCESES SO THAT WE ARE ENABLED TO 
LOOK OPTIMISTICALLY TO THE PUTURE. CONPLICTS HAVE GONE OR ARE 
GOING OVER IN DIPLOMATIC HISTORY. EVEN THE GREATEST PESSIMISTS 
IN THE WEST RECOGNIZE THE EVIDENT PACT, THAT OUR OLD CONTINENT 
IS ON THE VERGE OP A DECISIVE AND HISTORICAL TURNING POINT 
EOR PREEDOM, SECURITY AND COLLABORATION. THE FACT THAT THE SOVIET 
UNION AND THE OTHER SOCIALIST COUNTRIES ARE THE PROMOTING PACTOR 
EOR THE DETENTE IN EUROPE IS OUT OP DISCUSSION AND UNIVERSALLY 
RECOGNIZED. THE MAIN AND THE MOST IMPORTANT FACTS IN THIS 
RESPECT ARE WELL KNOWN, I SHOULD LIKE ONLY TO MENTION THE 
CONCLUSION OP THE TREATIES BETWEEN THE GERMAN PEDERAL REPUBLIC 
UNCLASSIPIED 
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AND THE SOVIET UNION, THE GERMAN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC AND POLAND, 
THE FOUR PARTY AGREEMENT ABOUT WEST BERLIN, THE DEVELOPMENT 
OF RELATIONS BETWEEN THE ERG AND THE GDR, THE CONVENTIONS BETWEEN 
THE SOVIET UNION AND FRANCE SIGNED DURING THE PARIS VISIT OF 
THE GENERAL SECRETARY OF THE CC OF THE CPSU L. I. BREZNEV, 

THE AGREEMENTS BETWEEN THE SOVIET UNION AND THE USA ACHIEVED 
DURING THE MOSCOW VISIT OF PRESIDENT NIXON. ALL MENTIONED HERE 
IS DOUBTLESS NOT ONLY A BIG CONTRIBUTION IN THE COURSE OF 
CONSOLIDATION OF EUROPE' S PEACE AND COLLABORATION, BUT PRESENTS, 
TOO, AN OBJECTIVE BASIS FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF NEW CONCRETE 
STEPS ON THE ROAD FOR DETENTE IN ORDER THAT THE TURNING POINT, 
TOWARDS PEACE, SECURITY AND COLLABORATION, IN MANYFOLD WALKS 
OF LIFE, NOW TAKING PLACE IN EUROPE, SHLD RECEIVE IRREVER- 
SIBLE CHARACTER. 

7. IN OUR OPINION TIME HAS COME TO TAKE MEASURES SUCH, THAT OUR 
OLD EUROPE, TREASURY OF ANTIC CIVILIZATION, MOTHERLAND OF REMARK- 
ABLE SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ACHIEVEMENTS OF MEN' S PROGRESS 
SHOULD NEVER AGAIN BECOME THE HOTBED OF WORLD WARS. " THE WAY 
TO PEACE AND SECURITY ON OUR CONTINENT - DECLARED THE FIRST 
SECRETARY OF THE CC OF THE CPB AND PRESIDENT OF THE STATE 
COUNCIL OF THE PRB TODOR ZHIVHOV ON JUNE 25, 1971 - LIES IN 

THE HANDS OF THE GOVERNMENTS AND PEOPLES IN EUROPE. THE WAY 
OF THE FORCES OF AGGRESSION MUST BE BLOCKED, BY COMMON EFFORTS 
IS TO BE MARKED A BROAD ROAD FOR CONSOLIDATION OF EUROPEAN 
PEACE. WE ARE DEEPLY CONVINCED THAT THE CONVOCATION OF AN ALL- 
EUROPEAN CONFERENCE ON THE QUESTIONS OF SECURITY AND COLLABOR- 
ATION HAS BECOME A VITAL NECESSITY, THE RIGHT WAY FOR STRENGTH- 
ENING SECURITY IN EUROPE". WE SINCERELY HOPE THAT THE PREPARATORY 
TALKS FOR AN ALL- EUROPEAN CONFERENCE, NOW ON THE WAY IN HELSINKI, 
WHICH IS NUMBER ONE GOAL OF EUROPEAN POLICY, WILL SOON BE SUCCESS- 
FULLY FINISHED. 

8. ANOTHER IMPORTANT CONCRETE STEP FORWARD FOR THE STRENGTH- 
ENING OF CONFIDENCE AND MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AS WELL AS FOR 
CONVERTING EUROPE IN A FACTOR OF STABLE PEACE ARE THE NEGOTIATIONS 
FOR REDUCING ARMED FORCES AND ARMAMENTS IN EUROPE, THE PREPAR- 
ATION FOR WHICH IS THE PURPOSE OF THE PRESENT CONSULTATIONS. 

THE FACT ALONE, THAT IN THE LONG HISTORY OF MANKIND HAS NEVER 
BEEN ACCOMPLISHED NOTHING PRACTICAL IN THIS RESPECT, IS EVIDENCE 
ENOUGH OF THE COMPLICATED CHARACTER IMMANENT TO THE PROBLEM OF 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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TROOPS AND ARMS REDUCTION. THAT IS WHY IT IS QUITE NATURAL 
THAT FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF SUCCESSFUL NEGOTIATIONS ON 
THAT QUESTION ARE NECESSARY NOT ONLY A CAREFUL PREPARATION AND 
RESPONSIBLE APPROACH OF ALL PARTICIPANTS, BUT ALSO TIME. AS 
KNOWN, THE PRINCIPAL POSITION OF THE PRB AND OF THE OTHER 
SOCIALIST COUNTRIES ON THAT QUESTION IS DEFINED BY THE PRAGUE 
DECLARATION OF THE WARSAW PACT MEMBER COUNTRIES OF JANUARY 1972. 
FUNDAMENTALLY, THIS DECLARATION PROVIDES FOR SUCH DECISION 
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ON THE QUESTIONS OE THE CUTTING OE TROOPS AND ARMS, NATIONAL 
AS WELL AS EOREIGN, WHICH IS GUARANTEEING THAT THE SECURITY 
OE NO STATE SHOULD BE HARMED. AT THE SAME TIME WE CONSIDER 
THAT THE TAKING OE DECISION OF SUCH A GRAVE QUESTION AS THE FORCES 
AND ARMS CUTTING IN EUROPE, WHICH IS CONCERNING DIRECTLY IN 
A GREATER OR LESSER DEGREE THE INTERESTS OF ALL ERUOPEAN NATIONS, 
SHOULD NOT BE A PRIVILEGE ONLY OF THOSE COUNTRIES WHO ARE NOW 
TAKING PART IN THE PREPARATORY MEETING. BECAUSE OF THE EXTRA- 
ORDINARY IMPORTANCE OF THE PROBLEM OF TROOPS AND ARMAMENT 
REDUCTION AND OF THE INTEREST OF ALL EUROPEAN NATIONS FOR 
SOLVING IT, THE PRB AND THE OTHER SOCIALIST COUNTRIES PROPOSED 
TO INVITE ON AN EQUAL BASIS AT THE PREAPRATORY MEETING IN VIENNA 
ALL EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WANTING TO TAKE PART. IN OUR OPINION 
IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE TO DISCUSS LATER ON THE QUESTION ABOUT 
A PARTICIPATION IN THE FUTURE NEGOTIATIONS OF THOSE EUROPEAN 
COUNTRIES, INCLUDING THE NEUTRALS, WHICH WOULD LIKE TO PARTIC- 
IPATE IN ONE OR OTHER CAPACITY. IT IS QUITE CLEAR THAT DECISIONS 
WOULD BE TAKEN ONLY BY THOSE PARTICIPANTS WHICH WILL BE CON- 
STITUTED AS SIDES OF THE RESPECTIVE AGREEMENTS AND WILL TAKE 
OVER RESPECTIVE ENGAGEMENTS FOR TROOPS AND ARMS REDUCTION. 

9. IN SPITE OF BULGARIA BEING A PART OF CENTRAL EUROPE THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE PRB CONSIDERS IT AS RIGHT THAT THE ARMS 
AND TROOPS REDUCTION SHOULD BEGIN IN SUCH A STRATEGIC REGION 
WHERE THE MILITARY OPPONENTISM IS OF ESPECIALLY DNAGEROUS 
CHARACTER, I. E„ IN THE REGION OF CENTRAL EUROPE. AT THE 
SAME TIME WE WANT TO STRESS, THAT OUR CONTRY, NATURALLY, IS 
ATTACHING A GREAT IMPORTANCE TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF GOOD NEIGH- 
BOURLY RELATIONS IN THE BALKANS, AS A REGION IN ITS CENTER 
BULGARIA IS SITUATED, A REGION WHICH IS INDIVISEABLE PART OF 
THE EUROPEAN CONTINENT. THE PEACFUL STEPS AND INITIATIVES 
OF THE BULGARIAN GOVERNMENT ARE, I HOPE, WELL KNOWN AND THERE 
IS NO NEED TO ENUMERATE THEM NOW. BUT I WOULD LIKE TO MENTION 
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ONCE AGAIN THAT THE FAVORABLE CLIMAT SETTING IN EUROPE IS PRO- 
GRESSING ALSO IN THE BALKANS. AND WE DO NOT EXCLUDE THE POSS- 
IBILITY, WITH THE SUCCESSFUL ADVANCEMENT OF THE NEGOTIATIONS 
OF TROOPS AND ARMS REDUCTION IN CENTRAL EUROPE, TO CONSIDER 
IN FUTURE THE DISCUSSION OF THE QUESTION OF FORCES AND ARMS 
CUTTING IN OTHER REGIONS OF OUR CONTINENT. 
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10. THE BULGARIAN DELEGATION IS OF THE OPINION THAT SINCE THE 
BEGINNING OF THE CONSULTATIONS ON JANUARY 31 1973 IN VIENNA, 

ON BILATERAL AND ON MULTILATERAL BASIS HAS BEEN DONE A 
GOOD DEAL OF WORK. THE PERSONAL CONTACTS ESTABLISHED IN THE MEAN- 
TIME HAVE ENABLED US, IN CERTAIN FIELDS, TO LINE UP IN AN 
BUSINESSLIKE ATMOSPHERE MANY QUESTIONS PUT BEFORE THESE 
CONSULTATIONS. THE FACT THAT BULGARIA, NEXT TO HUNGARY, GREECE, 
DENMARK, ITALY, NORWAY, RUMANIA AND TURKEY HAS CONSTITUTED 
ITSELF WITH THE STATUS OF A SPECIAL PARTICIPANT, IS ONE OF THE 
SIDES OF THE HEY- QUESTIONS OF THE CONSULTATIONS, I. E., OF THE 
DEFINITION OF THE COMPOSITION OF THE PARTICIPANTS TO A POSSIBLE 
AGREEMENT OR AGREEMENTS ABOUT TROOPS AND ARMS CUTS IN EUROPE. 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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AND WE ARE SATISFIED TO MENTION THAT THIS QUESTION WAS 
SOLVED IN A RIGHT WAY, DUE TO THE FACT THAT ALL DELEGATIONS 
STRICTLY OBSERVED THE PRINCIPLE OF NOT HARMING THE SECURITY 
OF ANY SIDE. BESIDES, DURING THE PERIOD SINCE THE BEGINNING 
OF THE SONSULTATIONS A LOT OF IMPORTANT PRACTICAL QUESTIONS 
CONCERNING THE CONDUCTING OF THE CONSULTATIONS AS WELL AS THE 
FORTHCOMING NEGOTIATIONS ON ARM CUTS IN CENTRAL EUROPE WERE 
SOLVED, INCLUDING THE PROCEDURE OF THE DICISION TAKING BY 
CONSENSUS, THE WAY TO ADDRESS THE MEETING, THE CIRCULATION 
OF DOCUMENTS, THE WORKING LANGUAGES ETC. ALL THIS TESTIFIES, 

THAT OUR CONSULTATIONS ARE PROCEEDING IN A BUSINESSLIKE WAY 
AND HAVE CONSTRUCTIVE CHARACTER. THE ACHIEVEMENTS ARRIVED AT 
WITNESS THAT IN THE COURSE OF OUR FORTHCOMING WORK WE COULD 
SETTLE THE REMAINING QUESTIONS PUT BEFORE OUR CONSULTATIONS. 
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1 1 . FINISHING I WOULD LIKE TO STRESS ONCE AGAIN THAT THE 
GOVERNMENT OE THE PRB WILL ALSO IN THE EUTURE DO ANYTHING 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS FORCES AND POSSIBILITIES FOR THE 
MAINTENANCE OF PEACE, STRENGHTENING OF CONFIDENCE AND DEVELOPMENT 
OF COLLABORATION BETWEEN THE COUNTRIES AND NATIONS AT THE BALKANS, 
IN EUROPE AND LL OVER THE WORLD. IN THAT RESPECT I WOULD 

LIKE TO ASSURE ALL OF YOU THAT THE BULGARIAN DELEGATION IS 
READY TO MAKE ITS CONTRIBUTION AND DO ALL IN ITS FORCES FOR THE 
SUCCESS OF THESE CONSULTATIONS, A SUCCESS WHICH WILL BE A 
GREAT CONTRIBUTION EOR THE CONSOLDATION OE PEACE AND SECURITY 
IN EUROPE AND ALL OVER THE WORLD. 

12. I WOULD LIKE, MR. PRESIDENT, TO EXPRESS HERE A SINCERE 
THANK TO THE GOVERNMENT OE THE AUSTRIAN REPUBLIC FOR GRANTING 
TO US FAVORABLE CONDITIONS FOR OUR WORK AND FOR THEIR 
HOSPITABILITY. 

13. THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION. 

END TEXT. MOWINCKEL 
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